146  THE BEAUTIFUL LADY CRAVEN
actor, was the partner of old Sheridan,1 when he gave public Lectures on Elocution and Declamation in Soho: he was very much distressed in his finances, and resorted to those means for his support. It was therefore no matter of surprise that the son should owe every thing to himself at his first onset in life, and latterly that he should owe to every body else. Burke owed more to nature and less to himself for his success in life. Sheridan struggled up-hill, but he had the support of Fox : I was never very partial to him, though he courted my society much through his wife. Under pretence of writing an Epilogue for my play in three acts, of " The Miniature Picture," which was first performed at the Town Hall at Newbury, for the benefit of the poor, he borrowed it of me, and brought it out against my will at Drury Lane, where it was acted for three nights : yet, enraged as I was, by the persuasion of Lord Orford and the Duchess of Devonshire,2 and Lady Aylesbury,3 in whose box I sat, I went to its last representation. I was very angry with him for it, and kept up my resentment, till he made me laugh, one night, in a crowd coming out of the Opera House. We were squeezed near one another by chance, and he said, " For God's sake, Lady Craven, don't tell any body I arn a thief, for you know very well, if you do, every body will believe it! " At the Duke of Portland's installation at Oxford,4
1  Thomas Sheridan, father of R. B. Sheridan (1719-1788).
2  Georgiana, daughter of first Earl Spencer (1757-1806).   She married in 1774 the fifth Duke of Devonshire.
3  Susannah, first wife of Thomas Brudenell-Bruce, Earl of Ayles-bury (1729-1819).    She was the daughter of Henry Hoare, of Stour-head, Wilts.
4  William,  Henry  Cavendish Bentinck,  third Duke of  Portland (1738-1809).    Thrice Prime Minister.    He was elected Chancellor of the University of Oxford in succession to Lord North in 1792.